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Setback

Setba c kS Setback is the distance between the edge of a rail-with-trail and the centerline of the closest active railroad track. The range
of setback on existing rails-with-trails varies considerably, from seven to 200 feet, with an average of approximately 32
feet.>® A comparison of rail-with-trail setback with both train speed and frequency reveals little correlation, with some trails
reporting a narrow setback existing along high speed and frequently traveled rail lines.

Figure 9: Setback
and Separation
Definition.

a 47 Separation:
M. Fence, vegetation, vertical
slope, and/or distance to
keep trail users off of tracks

Setback:
Distance from track centerline to trail

Source: https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/rail-with-trails-best-practices-and-lessons-learned/
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Somerville Community Path Extension
Shared with MBTA Green Line
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Approximately 1.6 miles of RwT
Closest 9 feet sethack

Sources: Google Maps, Alan Moore - Friends of the Community Path mrer
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Shining Sea Bikeway

Tracks owned by MassDﬂT Leased to Mass Coastal Rallroad for Frelght Trains
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Approximately 0.2 miles of RwT
Closest 12 feet setback ,
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Cape Cod Canal Bikeway
Tracks owned by MassDOT. Use: MBTA GapeFlyer, leased to Mass Coastal Railroad Freight

< share °

& Cape Cod Canal
@ik MassTrails Trai Condition St

202

rails Bicycle-friendly roads
edicated lanes Dirt/unpaved trails

Measure distance

Click on the map to add to your path

Total distance: 13.05 ft (3.98 m)

Multiple short sections of RwT
Closest 13 feet setback with |NENEENEE

Source: Google Maps



Neponset River Greenway
Shared with MBTA Red Line

& Neponset Trail
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Approximately 0.9 miles of Rwl
Closest 13 feet setback

Source: Google Maps



Northampton Rail Trail System / Mass Central Rail Trail
Shared with MassDOT Gonnecticut River Line and Freight Trains
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5 viaNew Haven and Northampton 5 min
Canal Greenway 0.7 mile
Details
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Approximately 0.7 miles of Rwl
Closest 13 feet setback

Source: Google Maps




Google Maps
Sources

Somerville Community Path Extension along Imaage Approximately 12 feet (with fence) Measure
Green Line Extension -

Shining Sea Bikeway along MassDOT Cape Cod Image

Railroad Approximately 12 feet (with fence) Measure

Cape Cod Canal Bikeway along MassDOT Cape Image

Cod Railroad Approximately 13 feet (NO FENCE) Measure
Image

Neponset River Greenway along MBTA Red Line Approximately 13 feet (with fence) Measure

Northampton Rail Trail System along MassDOT Image

Connecticut River Line Approximately 13 feet (with fence) Measure

Belchertown Greenway along New England Central

Railroad Image

Mass Central Rail Trail - Wayside in Waltham along

MBTA Fitchburg Line Image

Belmont Community Path in Design Image

Connecticut Riverwalk and Bikeway (Springfield) Image

Salem Bike Path along MBTA Newburyport/Rockport

Line Image

Southwest Corridor Park (Boston) along Orange Line,

Grade Separated Image

Beginning of Whiskey Spur Rail Trail (Cohasset) Image

Blackstone River Greenwav (RI) Imaage



https://www.google.com/maps/@42.3849966,-71.0922104,3a,75y,94.45h,59.09t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipPZmciG2NTuzDTibYXknC5_w896t5i2Pl6r5nzf!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh3.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipPZmciG2NTuzDTibYXknC5_w896t5i2Pl6r5nzf%3Dw900-h600-k-no-pi30.90904097202649-ya306.86657524992006-ro0-fo100!7i7680!8i3840!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.3834028,-71.0906773,84m/data=!3m1!1e3!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.6473271,-70.6138574,3a,60y,184.18h,80.48t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sslsTc43BmIykKDJNXn9phA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D9.516801038163521%26panoid%3DslsTc43BmIykKDJNXn9phA%26yaw%3D184.18085371626043!7i16384!8i8192!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.6471906,-70.613963,156m/data=!3m1!1e3!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.7742275,-70.5354286,3a,75y,128.85h,85.82t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipOGeUK9wSikXQmpSufxhq0rZQlO4W2V3prL_5fA!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh3.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipOGeUK9wSikXQmpSufxhq0rZQlO4W2V3prL_5fA%3Dw900-h600-k-no-pi4.18475366557486-ya208.214541454138-ro0-fo100!7i7200!8i3600?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.7741207,-70.5339981,159m/data=!3m1!1e3!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.2705745,-71.066263,3a,75y,219.02h,72.16t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipNNTW6Y_79hrJQkJZGsmyt8UGtKYV1CTPRGiSiB!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh3.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipNNTW6Y_79hrJQkJZGsmyt8UGtKYV1CTPRGiSiB%3Dw900-h600-k-no-pi17.840797231107913-ya16.51887961583938-ro0-fo100!7i5376!8i2688!5m1!1e2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.2705881,-71.0663783,58m/data=!3m1!1e3!5m1!1e2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.3215213,-72.6298309,3a,75y,108.56h,67.31t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipPn1rIbf0DCrurDYXWr0aeOwm_GlNUM_JOU95rU!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh3.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipPn1rIbf0DCrurDYXWr0aeOwm_GlNUM_JOU95rU%3Dw900-h600-k-no-pi22.68988886364623-ya3.1882065457032382-ro0-fo100!7i7680!8i3840!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.321524,-72.6298076,124m/data=!3m1!1e3!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_Central_Rail_Trail#/media/File:Mass_Central_Rail_Trail_parallel_to_tracks,_Belchertown_MA.jpg
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.3812275,-71.2152538,3a,75y,126.09h,74.6t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sAF1QipNMKnXitQwJgk4HAaCsPx4aZvIAybhMTk9SwBR2!2e10!6shttps:%2F%2Flh3.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipNMKnXitQwJgk4HAaCsPx4aZvIAybhMTk9SwBR2%3Dw900-h600-k-no-pi15.404090795977964-ya265.3817816351928-ro0-fo100!7i7680!8i3840!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://belmontcommunitypath.com/belmont-community-path-phase-1/
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.0946274,-72.5869175,3a,75y,114.67h,84.32t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipMsuLGrdT0xbFl9tANSsGHjzYg3ayp8Ibx6UQid!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh3.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipMsuLGrdT0xbFl9tANSsGHjzYg3ayp8Ibx6UQid%3Dw900-h600-k-no-pi5.677168983998996-ya154.67017931196654-ro0-fo100!7i5760!8i2880!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.5111961,-70.8967361,3a,75y,138.71h,89.15t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipNdEsTqcjAQ7WPGs0MaEFMRr2Ooxp5nWLekDkrP!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh3.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipNdEsTqcjAQ7WPGs0MaEFMRr2Ooxp5nWLekDkrP%3Dw900-h600-k-no-pi0.852770217996067-ya138.70730060426484-ro0-fo100!7i5760!8i2880!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.304504,-71.111684,3a,75y,75.13h,77.13t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sAF1QipPHQuckNgpTGKRQXvcKb6XMv7cS_76_C2wlsknc!2e10!6shttps:%2F%2Flh3.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipPHQuckNgpTGKRQXvcKb6XMv7cS_76_C2wlsknc%3Dw900-h600-k-no-pi12.871857624299693-ya45.37002186109932-ro0-fo100!7i7200!8i3600!5m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.2442452,-70.8383521,3a,75y,81.47h,90t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1siWzisfGSWIhhyXW2ursQcA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D0%26panoid%3DiWzisfGSWIhhyXW2ursQcA%26yaw%3D81.47495984249365!7i16384!8i8192!5m1!1e2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.railstotrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Rhode-Islands-Blackstone-River-Greenway-Photo-by-Milo-Bateman-1800x1200-c-default.webp

